A Grade 3-5 ARTful Hour...  
November 2013
With Heidi Stoddart
CREATE - the creative process (plan, explore, experiment, re-work, produce…)

CONNECT - explore various artists, cultures, historical periods…

COMMUNICATE - share, respond, reflect, discuss, etc. own works and works by others…

Resource

· Sign up at…  ‘The Art of Ed.’ for weekly teaching tips & strategies relating to ART! 
www.theartofed.com
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Straight (horizontal, vertical, diagonal)   
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Zigzag
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Curvy/Wavy
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Loopy
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Thick
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1. Sketchbook Exercise…Intro to Zentangles 
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Materials:
· Student sketchbooks (e.g. twig-bound sketcbhooks)
· Sharpies

· ‘Zentangle’ starter sheet

· Visuals (e.g. ‘Intro to Zentangles’ Powerpoint www.elementaryvisualart.weebly.com)
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EXERCISE:

· Demonstrate a few sample ‘Zentangles’ to familiarize students with the use of line, shape and space to create patterns

· Use this as a starting point for students to experiment and create their own patterns or ‘Zentangles’

2. Doodles/Zentangles & Seasonal Symbols
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Materials:

Cartridge Paper (e.g. 8”x10”)
Sharpie Markers (e.g. Fine or Ultra Fine) 
Crayola broad-nib markers
· TEACHER TIP…  Sharpies can bleed through the paper; re-use old file folders as placemats.

CREATE

PROCESS... 

1. Start with a border (e.g. square, rectangle, circle…)
2. Use lines &/or shapes to divide the space into sections
3. Use line &/or shapes to create patterns           


4. Draw a seasonal symbol on top of finished patterns
5. Use colour to emphasize only the seasonal symbol using Crayola markers


“I Can” Skills…                             Completed ‘Tree’ artwork image retrieved from http://artisandesarts.blogspot.ca/2012/12/quick-and-easy-christmas-doodles.htm
· Use lines and shapes to create patterns

· Draw a personally-relevant seasonal symbol

· Use colour for emphasis

· Describe my artwork
3.  Line & Shape – Christmas Tree Ornament

Materials:

Cartridge Paper (e.g. 7”x8”)

Rulers &/or Circle Templates

Pencils

Broad nib makers (e.g. Crayola) 
CREATE

PROCESS... 

· Start with an ornament shape 
· With pencil & ruler, LIGHTLY draw horizontal ‘guide lines’ (vary the width for thick & thin sections)

· Use a Crayola marker to trace overtop of the horizontal lines, creating patterns in between
(NOTE:  without outlining the shape of the ornament)

· Add a patterned ‘line’ from the top of the ornament

“I Can” Skills…  
· Experiment with and control a marker to create a variety of lines
· Use lines and shapes to create an original design
4.  Ted Harrison & Abstract Landscapes

MATERIALS…
O Canada picture book by Ted Harrison

Visuals (Powerpoint  available in ‘Classroom Resources’ at elementaryvisualart.weebly.com)

Cartridge Paper (e.g. 9”x12”; 10”x12”…)
Pencils

Crayola broad-nib marker

Placemat to protect desk (e.g. recycled file folders, newsprint…)

Session 1

INTRO…
· Look at & discuss artwork/illustrations by Ted Harrison (e.g. “O Canada” picture book)

· Introduce LANDSCAPE as an outdoor scene.

· Introduce HORIZON LINE as the line that shows where the land/ground/water ends and the sky begins.

· Introduce ABSTRACT WORKS as art having a subject that is recognizable, but not entirely realistic (eg. simplified shapes, ‘unnatural’ colours, modified proportions...)

· Sample Teacher Prompts:  “What kinds of line has the artist used to create this scene?”; “What colours has the artist used for the sky? For the mountains?  For the water?”; “Notice the unusual colour choices.  How did the artist ‘break the colour rules’ in this illustration?”; “What do you notice about detail in these artworks?” (little detail; simplified shapes)

CREATE…
PROCESS
· Teacher Tip:  Work lightly with pencil so that lines can be more easily erased if overlapping.

1. Start with a horizon line to show where the sky ends and the ground begins.  Consider the kind of line you will need for your landscape (e.g. zigzag or curvy for mountains; straight or flat lines for fields, curvy or wavy lines for hills…)

2. Use lines to create the FOREGROUND (closest part).  Consider the kind of line you will use to depict the scene (e.g. fields, hills, water…)
3. Use more lines and shapes to create bands of colour for the BACKGROUND (furthest away) or sky  (eg. clouds, sun, moon, sunrise, sunset, Northern Lights...)

4. Option to add simple, abstract tree shapes (eg. using curvy or zigzag lines to create organic shapes), and/or large, simple shapes to represent a building and/or object (e.g. fence, lighthouse, covered bridge, barn, skyscrapers...) 

Session 2:  

Colour/MARKER

1. Starting with a small practice scrap, try filling in the paper with colour by dragging the wide edge of the marker’s nib all the way across the page, then start another parallel line just below the first one with no white paper left showing.  Once you have the technique...

2. Start at the TOP of the page (to avoid ‘smudging’ the marker with your hand as you work), filling in the first section with marker using the ‘line technique’.

3. Continue until there is no while left showing on the page (unless white areas are required, eg., snowcaps on mountains...)

Teacher Tips:

· It helps to ‘outline’ the section first, then ‘fill it in’ using the line technique

· Use a larger sheet of newsprint or a file folder underneath as a placemat so the marker can go right off the page without marking the desktops

· Consider the colours you will use so that there is lots of contrast, and so green tree will not be placed against green ground/hill

· Encourage playful, unique, unusual use of colour (abstract!)

· Consider how colour combinations will convey mood, weather or time of day (sunrise, sunset, cold/stormy, bright/cheerful…)

4. Optional:  once all colour is applied, retrace all pencil lines using black marker.


“I Can” Skills:





                    

· Identify and describe landscapes by Ted Harrison
· Use line, shape and space to plan an abstract landscape
· Make colour choices that express mood, weather and/or time of day in my landscape
· Describe problem-solving (how and why) and choices I made during the creative process

	Teacher Resources:

· Art Lessons online @ Dept. Of Ed. Portal:  Click on “Learning Resources”, scroll to “Elementary”, click on “The Arts”, scroll to “K-8 Visual Art Binders”
· My Art Website:  http://elementaryvisualart.weebly.com/index.html
· Twitter:  “art4schools”
· Our Online Art Gallery:  http://www.district6.nbed.nb.ca/artgallery/artgalleryindex.htm



