 A Grade 3-5 ARTful Hour...  
September 2013
With Heidi Stoddart
Starting the Year…  Sketchbooks, Observational Drawing, Colour Wheels & Intro to Printmaking
Visual Arts Education Curriculum Update

· Coming Soon…  Gr. 2 Visual Arts DRAFT

CREATE - the creative process (plan, explore, experiment, re-think…)

CONNECT - explore various artists, cultures, historical periods…

COMMUNICATE - share, respond, reflect, discuss, etc. own works and works by others…

· Visual art LOOK FORs for elementary classrooms
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1.  Sketchbooks
Ways to use sketchbooks in the classroom:

· Exclusively for drawing, or ‘idea journals’ for writing & sketching
· 10-15 minute ‘observational drawing’ sessions, several times a week
· Provide students with simple objects to draw, objects that relate to topics being studied, or objects that are relevant and of interest
· Vary the angle/perspective of the object 
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Introduce a new medium or technique on small scale (e.g. 4”x6”) and glue into sketchbooks 
· Use imaginative scenarios or ‘triggers’ 

· Used independently as a ‘safe’ place to develop and work out ideas (draw, revise, re-draw, visualize, describe, ‘flesh out’, drafts

-Rhian Brynjolson, 

Teaching Art:  A Complete Guide for the Classroom
· Teacher Tip:  Sketchbooks are ideal for students who finish their art early.  Once their clean-up is done, they can go right to some free drawing time.

Sketchbook covers can be designed by students.  These Gr. 5 students used 
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COLLAGE to create personally-relevant covers that tell about their 
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interests and hobbies.
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Observational Drawing
· Requires a Visual Reference
· Start with simple objects (leaf, stick, shell, apples, bananas, pumpkins…)
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Build towards more intricate forms (hands, plants, machinery, bicycles, shoes, faces…)
DRAWING TIPS…

· Study the object…  notice the lines, the shape, the position, the angle, the negative space…
· MOST of your time will be spent LOOKING at the object (not your drawing)
· Use your pencil to record WHAT YOU SEE
· Trust your eyes – draw exactly what you see!
· This takes PRACTICE!
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Drawing Organic Shapes…  Leaves

Materials:

-sketchbook or paper
-pencil

Exercise:

· Study a leaf
· Look at the outer shape or contour
· Notice lines, shapes and details inside the leaf shape
· How is it angled or positioned?
· Prepare your sketchbook, and start to record exactly what you see…
3.  Book-Binding…  Making a Sketchbook
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Materials:
· Cardstock (cover) 
· Photo copy paper (several sheets per sketchbook)
· Hole-puncher
· Sticks
· Elastics (e.g. #24 Rubber Bands; 6”x1/16”)
PROCESS... 
1. Fold several sheets of paper in half, and fold a sheet of cardstock in half for the cover.
2. Open the sheets; using hole-puncher, make a hole near the top and the bottom of the fold/spine.
3. Position an elastic along the inside fold, and thread the ends out through the holes.
4. Attach both ends of the elastic around a stick that will support the exterior of the spine.
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4. Colour Wheel
Materials:

-sketchbook

-liquid tempera paints (primary colours:  red, yellow, blue) 
-palettes (e.g. small Styrofoam plates)

-paint brushes

-water containers

INTRO… 
Using a large classroom visual, introduce the colour wheel, primary colour and secondary colours.  Explain the positioning of colours on the colour wheel, and how the secondary colour is placed between the two primary colours that are mixed to create it.
Exercise... 
· On a page in your sketchbook, use only the primary colours to re-create your own colour wheel, including the three primary colours and the three secondary colours, properly positioned.
· Label your colour wheel:  primary colours, secondary colours
5. Printmaking - Frottage
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Materials:

-black wax crayons 
-a variety of leaves 
-sketchbook
Exercise…
· Use the side of a ‘peeled’ crayon to create rubbings of various textures.
· Use the side of a ‘peeled’ crayon to create rubbings of leaves.
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Possible Extension…

· On a large sheet of paper, create several rubbings of leaves with black wax crayon

· Demonstrate good use of space, overlap, and ‘off-the-page’ when creating your rubbings

· Apply water with a paint brush.  While the paper is still wet, position torn pieces of ‘bleeding’ tissue paper on the rubbings.  The colour will transfer to the artwork, resisting the wax but adhering to the saturated paper.
6.  Printmaking:  Leaves

Materials:

-printing ink

-inking trays 
-paint brushes 
-paper (photocopy or sketchbook)

-pencil

-newspaper (lots!)
Process/Practice:
· Apply printing ink (might need to dilute slightly with water) to the textured side of a leaf using a paint brush

· ‘Cushion’ a piece of paper on top of a pile of newspapers; position the inked leaf on the piece  of paper.  
· Place a sheet of newspaper on top of the leave and apply gentle pressure to help transfer the ink.

· Gently remove the newspaper and peel the leaf away.

· You may number and label your prints. 
Create:

· After practicing with several leaf prints, create a leaf print on the cover of your Sketchbook.


Artist’s Clean-Up:

1. Prints to Dry (sign & number)
2. Newspaper to Recycle
3. Leaves to Garbage
4. Brushes & Inking Trays washed  
5. Wash hands
6. Sketchbooks – free drawing!
Youtube link retrieved from “The Art of Education” Sept. 2013; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lY2xpHCV7I&list=ul

	Teacher Resources:

· Art Lessons online @ Dept. Of Ed. Portal:  Click on “Learning Resources”, scroll to “Elementary”, click on “The Arts”, scroll to “K-8 Visual Art Binders”
· My Art Website:  http://elementaryvisualart.weebly.com/index.html
· Twitter:  “art4schools”
· Our Online Art Gallery:  http://www.district6.nbed.nb.ca/artgallery/artgalleryindex.htm



